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1
RUNTIME-CALIBRATABLE ANALOG
COMPUTING SYSTEM AND METHODS OF
USE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This hereby incorporates by reference U.S. Patent Appli-
cation No. 62/704,027 filed Oct. 26, 2018, and U.S. Patent
Application No. 62/704,067 filed Oct. 7, 2019, and U.S.
Patent Application No. 62/911,842 filed Oct. 7, 2019 for all
purposes. Should any irreconcilable conflicts arise between
this patent application and just-mentioned earlier patent
applications for purposes of claim construction or interpre-
tation, then this patent application’s teachings shall govern.

BACKGROUND

This patent application directs itself to physical analog
computers. By this we mean computers that carry out
computations by means of analog electrical circuitry that
manipulates analog electrical signals, typically for the pur-
pose of solving differential equations. Importantly, such
computers are better suited in many ways than are digital
computers for solving nonlinear differential equations.
There was a time before digital computers became popular
that analog computers were widely used for computation.
When digital computers became popular, only a much
smaller fraction of computation took place by means of
analog computation. But in very recent times, perceptive
investigators have come to appreciate that for certain types
of real-life situations, it can be very helpful to make use of
analog computation, often in a computational system that
includes both a digital computer and an analog computer.
This has, in very recent times, prompted perceptive inves-
tigators to try to think of ways to do analog computation
better or faster or less expensively or in a smaller form factor
or with greater dynamic range or with better bandwidth or
with the ability to handle more complex mathematical
computations. For tasks such as solution of a system of
differential equations, the analog computation desirably
consumes much less computational energy as compared
with legacy digital computational approaches.

Such hybrid computation has proven to be particularly
powerful for at least two categories of work: sophisticated
simulation of systems, and sophisticated control and man-
agement of real-life systems.

A hasty reader might assume that what is being discussed
is a digital simulation of analog circuitry, or a digital
simulation of analog phenomena. Such is not the present
discussion. What is being discussed is actual analog cir-
cuitry, such as integrators and amplifiers and other elements
that make up analog computers, working alongside a digital
computer. The challenges being described and, hopefully,
solved are physical challenges of physical electrical voltages
and currents, not mental steps.

Many analog computers in the past were made using
expensive components, whose values remained within rela-
tively narrow tolerances even in the presence of temperature
changes and aging. This made such analog computers
expensive. Some modern-day analog computer applications
call for the designer to try to make the computer less
expensive, and this may call for use of less expensive
components. The decision to use less expensive components
likely leads to a need for more frequent calibration and
re-calibration so as to compensate for the effects of tem-
perature changes (ambient and system) during operations.
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During such time as an analog computer is being calibrated
it cannot, of course, be carrying out production calculations.
In some applications (for example a student educational
environment) it might not be a problem that sometimes the
analog computer is not available for actual calculations. But
in recent times some applications for analog computation, as
mentioned above, are for modeling and control of real-life
production systems. In such applications it is desired and
indeed substantially necessary that the analog computation
be carried out in an uninterrupted (continuous) fashion for
long periods of time. If an analog computer were to be taken
out of production service to permit recalibration, and if the
consequence were an interruption in the ability to carry out
the modeling or control of the real-life system, this would be
a big problem. This is so because the need for such calibra-
tion operations interrupts overall system service. The mag-
nitude of the problem is all the greater if the production
system has humans in the loop.

The experienced user of analog computers will also
appreciate that each time the analog computer is calibrated,
it needs some time for transients to settle after the analog
computer is reconnected 1o its inputs so as to be placed back
into production service.

The aforementioned issues especially present themselves
in many real-world applications, where downtime of a key
analog-computing system may be highly detrimental to key
systems within power plants, refineries, and other real-world
applications.

To recap the overall challenge, what may be said is that
some physical analog computers are used in a production
environment, meaning that we want to carry out the analog
computations more or less continuously. This lies in conflict
with the fact that it is necessary to carry out calibration of
particular elements of the analog computer from time to
time. The need for calibration (or recalibration) might be due
for example to localized temperature changes in a substrate.
To carry out calibration, it is necessary to disconnect the
analog computer from the production inputs of the system to
which it would normally be connected during production
service, and to connect it instead to calibration inputs. At
such time the outputs of the analog computer, which in
production service would be connected to production out-
puts of the system, would need to be connected to calibration
connections.

What is needed is an improved analog-computing scheme
that is initially calibrated and then during runtime, can be
recalibrated as necessary, and yet somehow accomplishing
the recalibration in a way that avoids interruption of the
overall system operations.

BRIEF SUMMARY

The inventive disclosures described herein generally per-
tain to an improved runtime-calibratable analog-computing
system. In many embodiments, the improved analog-com-
puting system comprises at least two analog computers,
wherein after initial calibration, the system is designed to
stagger the runtime calibration modes of each of the at least
two analog-computers such that at least one of the analog
computers is always in service, thus preventing any down-
time for the overall system. In other words, a system user
sees one initial calibration, and computing by the overall
system is never interrupted.

The foregoing Brief Summary is intended to merely
provide a short, general overview of the inventive disclosure
described throughout this patent application, and therefore,
is not intended to limit the scope of the inventive disclosure
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contained throughout the balance of this patent application,
including any appended claims and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A depicts a typical output versus time profile of a
prior-art analog-computing system that has to follow a
conventional calibration process.

FIG. 1B depicts a simplified timeline for a prior-art
analog-computing system that illustrates the ongoing issue
with maintaining the calibration of such a system; that is, the
system must be periodically taken offline for calibration.

FIG. 1C depicts one embodiment of a simplified timeline
illustration of the calibration of an improved analog-com-
puting system; that is, the improved analog-computing sys-
tem, as perceived by an external user, requiring (or appear-
ing to to the external user to require) only an initial
calibration of the analog-computing system before it comes
online, and then maintaining its calibrated status thereafter
without (from the point of view of the external user) having
to go out of service.

FIG. 2A depicts a simplified timeline illustration of an
improved analog-computing system that is comprised of two
analog computers, such that while the first analog computer
is computing, the second one is calibrating, and vice-versa.
Notably, there is an overlap between the two “computing”
blocks so as to avoid any interruption in actual in-service
operations of the overall system.

FIG. 2B depicts the simplified timeline illustration of an
improved analog-computing system from FIG. 2A, except
that in this embodiment the system uses a smooth “handoff”
of system state information while the two separate onboard
analog computers swap modes between being in service and
being in calibration. It is important to ensure that the
“handoff” occurs without causing transients in the overall
analog-computing system.

FIG. 2C depicts one example of a physical embodiment of
an actual two-analog-computer board that implements the
calibration schema of FIGS. 2A and 2B.

FIGS. 3A through 3D collectively illustrate one embodi-
ment of a simplified example of the runtime-calibration
scheme for an improved analog-computing system. In FIG.
3A, Computer-1 is in service while Computer-2 is in a
calibration mode. In FIG. 3B, Computer-1 is still in service;
however, Computer-2 is transitioning out of calibration
mode by connecting it to the input (thus, the input of
Computer-2 is no longer received from the calibration
module); however, the output switch for Computer-2 is still
positioned to be connected to the calibration module and not
connected to the overall system output in order to give
Computer2 time for transients (e.g., “hunting”) to dissipate.
FIG. 3C shows the next phase of the system transition, in
that Computer-2 is now connected to the overall system
output (that is, placed in service), which places the opera-
tions of Computer-1 and Computer-2 in parallel with each
other for a brief period of time. Next, as shown in FIG. 3D,
Computer-1 is placed in calibration mode, which removes
Computer-1 from the overall system output.

FIG. 4A depicts one simple behavioral model for a
two-analog-computer configuration for the improved ana-
log-computing-system calibration schema.

FIG. 4B depicts a graphical representation of the analog-
computing system output in terms of the alternating service
and calibration modes of operation for Computer-1 and
Computer-2, with a plot for each analog-computer and a plot
for the overall system output that an external user sees. It
should be noted that the transient region as one analog
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4

computer moves from the calibration mode to the service
mode overlaps the service mode of the other analog com-
puter so as to ensure a continuous and stable overall system
output.

FIG. 4C depicts one embodiment of a simplified example
of a two analog computer approach, with an “input” and an
“output”, input switches, output switches, a calibration
module, and state-information-exchange circuitry.

FIG. 4D depicts one embodiment of a simplified process
block diagram of the system-calibration process of a com-
puting system with two analog computers.

FIGS. 5A and 5B each depict embodiments of two sim-
plified diagrams on how to accomplish the transfer of state
information between two analog computers in an improved
analog-computing system, via a data-transfer apparatus. In
FIG. 5A, the state-information transfer occurs via a direct
transfer of analog data. In FIG. 5B, the state-information
transfer occurs via the use of intermediary onboard analog-
data processing components, such as analog-to-digital con-
verters (ADCs), random-access memory (RAM), and digi-
tal-to-analog converters (DACs).

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[1] Overview

The inventive disclosures described herein generally per-
tain to an improved runtime-calibratable analog-computing
system. In many embodiments, the improved analog-com-
puting system comprises at least two analog computers,
wherein after initial calibration, the system is designed to
stagger the runtime calibration modes of each of the at least
two analog-computers such that at least one of the analog
computers is always in service, thus preventing any down-
time for the overall system. In other words, a system user
sees one initial calibration, and computing by the overall
system is never interrupted.
[2] An Improved Runtime-Calibratable Analog-Computing
System

This Section II 1s directed generally to an improved
runtime-calibratable analog-computing system. Refer to
FIGS. 1A through 6C.

[1] Achieving Transparent Runtime Calibration of an
Analog-Computing System

In the prior art, to maintain the proper calibration of an
analog-computing system, the system must be taken out of
service, calibrated, then placed back in service. The expe-
rienced user appreciates that even the placing back into
service is not instant, because there is some lag time before
the system is back to optimum performance due to system
transients as it comes back on line. See FIG. 1A, which
depicts the typical output versus time profile of a prior-art
analog-computing system that has to follow this calibration
process. FIG. 1B depicts a simplified timeline for a prior-art
analog-computing system that illustrates the ongoing issue
with maintaining the calibration of such a system; that is, the
system must be periodically taken offline for calibration. The
general goal of the preset improved analog-computing sys-
tem is to create an analog-computing system that, from a
standpoint, of an external point of view, requires (or appears
from the external point of view to require) only an initial
calibration of the analog-computing system before it comes
online, and then maintains its calibrated status thereafter
without having to go out of service, as depicted in the
simplified timeline illustration in FIG. 1C.

In one embodiment, two analog computers (or two sub-
analog-computers on the same chip) are used. Referring to
FIG. 2A, while the first analog computer is computing, the
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second one is calibrating, and vice-versa. Notably, there is
an overlap between the two “computing” blocks so as to
avoid any interruption in actual in-service operations of the
overall system. Using a smooth “handoff” (see FIG. 2B) of
system state information, the two separate analog computers
swap modes between being in service and being in calibra-
tion. In variations, the “handoff” occurs from one analog
computer to another. However, it is important to ensure that
the “handoff” occurs without causing transients in the sys-
tem. One solution is to adopt a long-established technique
for filter tuning, as described in Y. Tsividis, “Self-tuned
filters,” Flectronics Letters, vol. 17, no. 12, pp. 406-407, 11
Jun. 1981, the teachings of which are incorporated herein by
reference. FIG. 2C depicts one example of an actual two-
analog-computer board that implements this calibration
schema.

The alert reader will be aware that there are several ways
to accomplish the computation that uses two or more analog
computers as described herein, in coordination with digital
computer resources. FIG. 2C shows a circuit board with two
analog computers shown as Computer 1 and Computer 2.
Each computer, for example Computer 1, has integrators,
function generators, multipliers, adders, inverters, and other
circuit elements that help to make up an electronic analog
computer. In and around these circuit elements is an analog
switching fabric that is controlled from outside the analog
computer. This switching fabric serves a function closely
analogous to the “plug board” which was used many
decades ago with legacy analog computers. The switching
fabric will remind the alert reader of the connections that
come into existence during the configuration of a field
programmable gate array (FPGA) in present-day digital
technology. The analog switching fabric of the analog com-
puter such as Computer 1 is controlled by digital computing
resources that are external to the analog computer.

The alert reader will further appreciate that if the number
of circuit elements in the analog computer named Computer
1 is sufficiently large, then for a given set of differential
equations that is to be solved, it may be possible to “con-
struct” two analog computers within Computer 1, each of
which is composed of whatever circuit elements are needed
to carry out the desired computation. The two analog com-
puters would then be contained within a single chip appear-
ing to the human observer to be Computer 1. This gives rise
to the notion of two sub-analog-computers on the same chip.

The teachings of the present invention offer their benefits
regardless of whether the two computers that are linked up
(with one being calibrated while the other is carrying out the
externally observed computations) are on the one hand
visible to a human user as separate chips, or are merely
distinct analog computers constructed by means of suitable
configuration of switching fabric and circuit elements all
within a single chip.

See FIGS. 3A through 3D, which collectively illustrate
one embodiment of a simplified example of the runtime-
calibration scheme for an improved analog-computing sys-
tem 1. Assume that an “input” 40 and an “output” 45 are
present. It will be appreciated that in real-life situations these
values are likely to be vector values. Saying this differently,
each of the switches for example 5 and 10 and 15 and 20 is
a multiple-pole switch. For simplicity of portrayal in the
figures, and to make the textual discussion easy to follow, we
will speak as if there were a single line of input and a single
line of output, and that each of switches for example 5 and
10 and 15 and 20 is a single-pole switch. But again it is
emphasized that the more general case is that there are
vector values switched by multiplex switches. It will thus be

5

20

25

35

40

45

60

65

6

convenient in discussions below of apparatus to refer in a
general way to “switching fabric” that brings about the
(likely multiplex) switching at for example 5 and 10 and 15
and 20.

In FIG. 3A, Computer-1 25 is in service (by which we
mean “production service”), based on the positions of input
switch 5 and output switch 15, while Computer-2 30 is in a
calibration mode and in communication with a calibration
module 35 via the positions of input switch 10 and output
switch 20. In FIG. 3B, Computer-1 25 is still in service,
based on the positions of input switch 5 and output switch
15; however, Computer-2 30 is transitioning out of calibra-
tion mode by connecting it to the input 40 via input switch
10 (thus, the input of Computer-2 30 is no longer received
from the calibration module 35); however, the output switch
20 is still positioned to be connected to the calibration
module 35 and not connected to the output 45 in order to
give Computer2 30 time for transients (e.g., “hunting”) to
dissipate, after which the output of Computer-2 30 can be
used for the system output 45. In typical variations, the
calibration module 35 comprises a test suite of test signals/
input values to be processed through the connected analog
computer undergoing calibration, an associated set of pre-
dicted output values to compare with the output of the
analog computer undergoing calibration, and a means to
adjust the calibration settings of the analog computer. FIG.
3C shows the next phase of the system transition, in that
Computer-2 30 is now connected to the system output 45
(that is, placed in service) via output switch 20, which places
the operations of Computer-1 25 and Computer-2 30 in
parallel with each other for a brief period of time. Next, as
shown in FIG. 3D, Computer-1 25 is placed in calibration
mode 35 via input switch 5 and output switch 15.

It should be understood by the alert reader that in some
preferred embodiments, some of the aforementioned
switches 5, 10, 15, 20 should be of a “make-before-break”
type to ensure that the transition between analog computers
as one reenters its service mode and the other enters the
calibration mode does not result in a dropped/lost signal
(input or output). Others might be a “break before make”
type as will be discussed below.

In more variations, the improved analog-computing sys-
tem 1 includes a means to compare the outputs of the two
analog computers 25, 30 to determine whether the analog
computer 25, 30 outputs are within a predetermined differ-
ential with respect to each other in order to avoid a sudden
and undesired system transient as a result of the swap of the
in-service analog computers 25, 30. If the output differential
between the oncoming analog computer 25, 30 exceeds
some predetermined threshold, then in some embodiments,
a means to provide a system alert/annunciation is provided
for end users, and/or the handoff/transfer between the analog
computers 25, 30 may be suspended to allow for end-user
troubleshooting. The overall system 1 is configured to swap
the operational modes of Computer-1 25 and Computer-2
30, back and forth, in a similar manner in order to maintain
overall system 1 calibration while eliminating any externally
observed downtime of system 1.

In other variations, more than two analog computers 25,
30 can be used for such swapping between service and
calibration modes in order to increase overall system 1
reliability for especially high-risk practical applications. The
aforementioned output-comparison means during the tran-
sition of in-service analog computers 25, 30, in which there
are three or more analog computers involved, can be sub-
jected to a coincidence-logic or “voting” system whereby if
the output values for the majority of the analog computers
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are within a predetermined threshold of each other, then that
majority value (which in variations can be an average of the
majority values) will control whether or not to allow an
analog computer that has been in calibration mode to come
online and take-over the system operations.

The key in making this scheme work is the relative timing
of the input and output multiplexers at the analog computers.
FIGS. 4A though 4D describe one embodiment of an
example of this technique, with FIG. 4A showing a simple
behavioral model for a two-analog-computer configuration.
FIG. 4B depicts a graphical representation of the analog-
computing system output in terms of the alternating service
and calibration modes of operation for Computer-1 and
Computer-2, with a plot for each analog-computer and a plot
for the overall system output that a user sees. It should be
noted that the transient region as one analog computer
moves from the calibration mode to the service mode
overlaps the service mode of the other analog computer so
as to ensure a continuous and stable overall system output.
From an external point of view, a system user only sees one
calibration cycle (as opposed to hundreds or more) and the
analog-computing system never has to be taken down for
re-calibration. This technique makes the difference between
interrupted service and continuous service.

As was mentioned above in the discussion relating to FIG.
2C, the two computers being linked might be in two separate
chips as shown in FIG. 2C. But they might just as well be
distinct computers (perhaps termed “sub-computers”) within
a single chip, created by suitable allocation of circuit ele-
ments to the two sub-computers and by suitable configura-
tion of the analog switching fabric. In the latter approach, the
switching of inputs to the two computers, and the switching
of outputs from the two computers, according to the teach-
ings of the invention, would likely be accomplished by
real-time manipulation of the analog switching fabric just
mentioned.

[2] Timing Constraints

Since one analog computer needs to be calibrated and
since it 1s necessary to wait for its transients to die out, while
the second analog computer is computing:

T,

>
compuite

Where:
T
T

+7,

T calibrate™ * wansients

is the compute time period;

is the calibration time period; and
ransionmss 18 the time period for system transients to
dissipate.

[3] Application to Amplitude Scaling in Analog Comput-
ers

To eliminate the back-in-service transient, an embodiment
an amplitude-scaling technique for filters can be used, in
which the states (that is, capacitor voltages) are held while
scaling changes are made, while transients are avoided. See,
e.g., U.S. Pat. No. 5,541,600 to E. Blumenkrantz et al., for
“Signal processing circuit including a variable gain input
stage.” The teachings of U.S. Pat. No. 5,541,600 are incor-
porated by reference.

This amplitude-scaling technique can be extended to the
case of two (or more) analog computers, in which the states
(that is, the integrator outputs) are passed from one analog
computer to the other. If the pause times can be eliminated
or minimized/tolerated in a given application, then this
state-information-exchange schema should be considered.
FIG. 4C depicts one behavioral model of a system with two
analog computers, with an “input” 40 and an “output” 45
(once again, these values can be vectors), input switches 5,
10, output switches 15, 20, first and second computers 25A,
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30A, calibration module 35, and state-information-exchange
circuitry 50. FIG. 4D depicts a simplified process block
diagram of a system with two analog computers according
to such a behavioral model: Computer 1 25A undergoes the
processes of Compute 55, Pause/Transfer state 60 (sending
state data to Computer 2 30A), Calibrate 65, and Accept
state 70 (receiving state data from Computer 2 30A); and
Computer 2 30A undergoes the parallel processes (with
respect to Computer 1 25A) of Calibrate 75, Accept state 80
(receiving state data from Computer 1 25A), Compute 85,
and Pause/Transfer state 90 (sending state data to Computer
1 30A). These processes repeat throughout system opera-
tion.

FIGS. 5A and 5B each depict embodiments of two sim-
plified diagrams on how to accomplish the transfer of state
information between Computer 1 25A and Computer 2 304,
via a data-transfer apparatus 50. In a variation, as shown in
FIG. 5A, the state-information transfer occurs via a direct
transfer of analog data 50. In an alternate variation, as shown
in FIG. 5B, the state-information transfer occurs via the use
of intermediary onboard analog-data processing components
50, such as analog-to-digital converters (ADCs), random-
access memory (RAM), and digital-to-analog converters
(DACs).

In additional embodiments, the approaches described
above can be used for amplitude scaling without interrup-
tion. In fact, amplitude scaling can be considered as part of
the calibration process. Some examples of circuit configu-
rations that can be exploited to combine such system-input
filtering with the calibration schemas presented above are
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 7,274,760 to Palaskas et al., for
“Circuit and method for dynamically modifiable signal
processor,” and U.S. Pat. No. 7,274,760 is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference.

It may thus be helpful to review what has been described.
The approach according to the invention is to provide first
and second analog computers, each having respective inputs
and outputs. At any given moment one computer or the other
can be in production service, serving whatever the user goals
are for the production system. This might be assisting in
management of an electric vehicle or an electrical energy
storage system but could be any environment in which
analog computation is helpful. Typical environments where
such computation is helpful are environments in which it is
a goal to provide solutions or at least near solutions to
systems of non-linear differential equations. The solution
itself may be put to use directly, for example to determine
some concrete result in management of some physical
system. Or some near solution may be developed which is
in turn provided to a digital system which takes the near
solution as a starting point and arrives at a digitally com-
puted result which is put to use directly to determine some
concrete result in management of some physical system.

According to the invention, while one of the analog
computers is in production service, its inputs are connected
to the production inputs of the system and its outputs are
connected to the production outputs of the system. This is
typically carried out by means of an analog crosspoint
switching fabric providing analog switching capability to
each of the two analog computers, to calibration equipment,
and to the production inputs and outputs.

While one of the analog computers is thus in production
service, it is thus possible to carry out calibration of the other
of the analog computers. Its inputs are connected to cali-
bration inputs of the calibration equipment, and its outputs
are connected to calibration output-receiving signal lines of
the calibration equipment. Calibration is then carried our.
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Depending upon the analog computation elements involved,
and their technology, the calibration might take milliseconds
or seconds, but for some technologies the calibration might
take on the order of minutes.

Because the production function is being supported by the
other analog computer (the computer that is not being
calibrated), it is not a problem if the calibration process takes
seconds or even minutes.

When the calibration process has finished, then a han-
dover takes place. The computer that just finished calibration
gets its inputs disconnected from the calibration inputs and
connected to the production inputs. This will typically be a
“break before make” type of switching,

After a while this computer settles and its outputs can
likely be trusted. Upon occurrence of a predetermined
condition, the outputs of this computer get connected to the
production outputs and the outputs of the other computer
(that had previously been in production) get disconnected
from the production outputs. This will typically be a “make
before break” type of switching,

The alert reader will appreciate that in the figures, the
many inputs to a particular analog computer are portrayed
symbolically as a single signal line, the many outputs are
portrayed symbolically as a single signal line, and so on, for
simplicity of portrayal in the figures. The analog signal
switching which is actually many analog switches is por-
trayed symbolically as a single-pole double-throw switch,
again for simplicity of portrayal in the figures. It is none-
theless appreciated that in actual implementation there are a
multiplicity of signals arriving at the inputs and at the
outputs of any given analog computer or calibration appa-
ratus, or at the inputs or at the outputs of the physical system
for which the production apparatus is providing analog
computation.

A predetermined condition is chosen by the system
designer to determine when to connect the outputs of the
just-calibrated analog computer to the production outputs. A
simple predetermined condition which may be employed is
simply to allow the passage of a predetermined time interval,
based upon accumulated experience as to the settling time of
the various analog computational elements, or based upon a
modeled settling time thereof.

A slightly more sophisticated predetermined condition
which may be employed s to provide a threshold device (by
which is meant a system of threshold devices, one for each
pair of signals) to compare output signals from the two
analog computers, meaning the computer that has been in
production and the computer that just finished calibration.
And the threshold may be employed to arrive at a conclusion
that settling has happened in the computer that just finished
calibration. Given that settling has happened, then the con-
dition is deemed satisfied, and that computer has its outputs
connected to the production outputs. In plain language, that
computer is put into production service.

The duty cycle for production and calibration is selected
taking into account accumulated experience as to the likely
pace and magnitude of drift in the analog computer com-
putational elements, or a modeled drift. The goal of course
is to carry out calibration often enough to minimize the
accumulated drift at any particular time prior to the next
calibration having taken place.

The alert reader will also appreciate one other possible
benefit to provision of the threshold device mentioned
above, namely that it can also be employed during produc-
tion service to monitor drift in the analog computer that has
had the longest time having passed since calibration. This
monitoring can be helpful in any of several ways. First, it
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permits further accumulated experience as to drift, which
permits more informed decisions in future as to generally
speaking how often recalibration is likely to be needed.
Second it could permit individual real-time decisions as to
when to carry out calibration in that analog computer. Third,
in the event of widely divergent outputs from the two analog
computers, this could provide a warning that one of the
analog computers may have suffered a failure of some
analog computational element.

The threshold device is of course a two-input device. The
alert reader will also appreciate that in production environ-
ments where high reliability is needed, it would be possible
to provide (for example) three analog computers and a
three-input voter containing suitable threshold devices and
voting logic. In the event of one analog computer running
amok, for example due to catastrophic failure of some
analog computational element, the voter could work out
which two analog computers to keep in production service
and which one analog computer to disconnect from produc-
tion service. The high-reliability system just mentioned can
also carry out the calibration processes mentioned earlier, in
which one computer provides production computations (or
two computers provide production computations) while
another computer is undergoing recalibration.

What is described, then, is a method for use with first and
second physical analog computers in a production system
having production inputs and outputs, each of the analog
computers having respective inputs and outputs, and for use
with a calibration apparatus having calibration signals to be
provided for inputs and receiving signals from outputs, the
method comprising the steps of:

connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the
production inputs, and connecting the outputs of the first
analog computer to the production outputs, thereby putting
the first analog computer into production service;

connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs of
the second analog computer to the calibration output signals,
thereby putting the second analog computer into calibration
mode;

carrying out calibration of the second analog computer;

disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the calibration inputs and disconnecting the outputs of
the second analog computer from the calibration outputs,
thereby taking the second analog computer out of calibration
mode;

connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the production inputs;

upon fulfillment of a predetermined condition, connecting
the outputs of the second analog computer to the production
outputs, thereby putting the second analog computer into
production service;

disconnecting the outputs of the first analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the first analog
computer out of production service;

disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from
the production inputs;

and repeating this process over and over again. So for
example at a subsequent time, the method involves once
again connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to
the calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs of
the first analog computer to the calibration output signals,
thereby putting the first analog computer into calibration
mode;

carrying out calibration of the first analog computer;

disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from
the calibration inputs and disconnecting the outputs of the



US 11,017,184 B2

11

first analog computer from the calibration outputs, thereby
taking the first analog computer out of calibration mode;
connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the
production inputs;

upon fulfillment of the predetermined condition, connect-
ing the outputs of the first analog computer to the production
outputs, thereby putting the first analog computer into pro-
duction service;

disconnecting the outputs of the second analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the second
analog computer out of production service;

disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the production inputs;

connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs of
the second analog computer to the calibration output signals,
thereby putting the second analog computer into calibration
mode;

carrying out calibration of the second analog computer;

disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the calibration inputs and disconnecting the outputs of
the second analog computer from the calibration outputs,
thereby taking the second analog computer out of calibration
mode;

connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the production inputs;

upon fulfillment of a predetermined condition, connecting
the outputs of the second analog computer to the production
outputs, thereby putting the second analog computer into
production service;

disconnecting the outputs of the first analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the first analog
computer out of production service;

disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from
the production inputs;

connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the
calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs of the
first analog computer to the calibration output signals,
thereby putting the first analog computer into calibration
mode;

carrying out calibration of the first analog computer;

disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from
the calibration inputs and disconnecting the outputs of the
first analog computer from the calibration outputs, thereby
taking the first analog computer out of calibration mode;

connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the
production inputs;

upon fulfillment of the predetermined condition, connect-
ing the outputs of the first analog computer to the production
outputs, thereby putting the first analog computer into pro-
duction service;

disconnecting the outputs of the second analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the second
analog computer out of production service;

disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the production inputs;

connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs of
the second analog computer to the calibration output signals,
thereby putting the second analog computer into calibration
mode; and

carrying out calibration of the second analog computer.

As discussed earlier the predetermined condition for
switching a just-calibrated analog computer back into pro-
duction service may simply be the passage of a predeter-
mined interval of time. Alternatively, the predetermined
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condition may be a determination that outputs of the just-
calibrated computer have settled, measured by a threshold
device.

The switching of inputs of an analog computer from
calibration inputs to production inputs may be “break before
make”. The switching of outputs of an analog computer that
was just calibrated, to the production outputs, and the
switching of the other analog computer’s outputs away from
the production outputs, may be “make before break”.

It will be reviewed that each analog computer will com-
prise several integrators, each integrator having an internal
state defining the output thereof. Before an analog computer
is placed into calibration mode, we may store the internal
states of the integrators thereof. We then may transfer the
stored internal state of integrators thereof to the correspond-
ing integrators of the other analog computer having just been
taken out of calibration mode.

A third physical analog computer may be provided in the
production system, the third analog computer having respec-
tive inputs and outputs. What then can take place is that the
inputs of the third analog computer are connected to the
production inputs. Then, at a time when all three of the
analog computers are in production service, the outputs of
the three analog computers may be connected to respective
inputs of the threshold device, and, in the event of an
excursion of a production output of any one of the analog
computers relative to the production outputs of the other two
analog computers in excess of a predetermined threshold,
the event may be annunciated by means of a communication
external to the system.

We thus may have apparatus comprising first and second
physical analog computers in a production system having
production inputs and outputs, each of the analog computers
having respective inputs and outputs, the apparatus further
comprising a calibration apparatus having calibration sig-
nals to be provided for inputs and receiving signals from
outputs, the apparatus further comprising a switching fabric
disposed to selectively connect the inputs of the first analog
computer to the production inputs or to the calibration
inputs, and disposed to selectively connect the outputs of the
first analog computer to the production outputs or to the
calibration outputs, the switching fabric further disposed to
selectively connect the inputs of the second analog computer
to the production inputs or to the calibration inputs, and
disposed to selectively connect the outputs of the second
analog computer to the production outputs or to the calibra-
tion outputs.

The wvarious embodiments and variations thereof
described herein, including the descriptions in any appended
Claims and/or illustrated in the accompanying Figures, are
merely exemplary and are not meant to limit the scope of the
inventive disclosure. It should be appreciated that numerous
variations of the invention have been contemplated as would
be obvious to alert readers with the benefit of this disclosure.

Hence, alert readers will have no difficulty devising
myriad obvious variations and improvements to the inven-
tion, all of which are intended to be encompassed within the
scope of the Description, Figures, and Claims herein.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for use with first and second physical analog
computers in a production system having production inputs
and outputs, each of the analog computers having respective
inputs and outputs, and for use with a calibration apparatus
having calibration signals to be provided for inputs and
receiving signals from outputs,

wherein each analog computer comprises at least two

integrators, each integrator having an internal state
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defining the output thereof, the at least two integrators
of each analog computer corresponding to the at least
two integrators of the other of the analog computers,

the method comprising the steps of:

connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the
production inputs, and connecting the outputs of the
first analog computer to the production outputs, thereby
putting the first analog computer into production ser-
vice;

connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs
of the second analog computer to the calibration output
signals, thereby putting the second analog computer
into calibration mode;

carrying out calibration of the second analog computer;

disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the calibration inputs and disconnecting the out-
puts of the second analog computer from the calibration
outputs, thereby taking the second analog computer out
of calibration mode;

connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the production inputs;

upon fulfillment of a predetermined condition, connecting
the outputs of the second analog computer to the
production outputs, thereby putting the second analog
computer into production service;

disconnecting the outputs of the first analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the first
analog computer out of production service;

disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from
the production inputs;

connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the
calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs of
the first analog computer to the calibration output
signals, thereby putting the first analog computer into
calibration mode;

carrying out calibration of the first analog computer;

disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from
the calibration inputs and disconnecting the outputs of
the first analog computer from the calibration outputs,
thereby taking the first analog computer out of calibra-
tion mode;

connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the
production inputs;

upon fulfillment of the predetermined condition, connect-
ing the outputs of the first analog computer to the
production outputs, thereby putting the first analog
computer into production service;

disconnecting the outputs of the second analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the second
analog computer out of production service;

disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the production inputs;

connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs
of the second analog computer to the calibration output
signals, thereby putting the second analog computer
into calibration mode;

carrying out calibration of the second analog computer;

disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the calibration inputs and disconnecting the out-
puts of the second analog computer from the calibration
outputs, thereby taking the second analog computer out
of calibration mode;

connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the production inputs;
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upon fulfillment of a predetermined condition, connecting
the outputs of the second analog computer to the
production outputs, thereby putting the second analog
computer into production service;
disconnecting the outputs of the first analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the first
analog computer out of production service;

disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from
the production inputs;

connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the

calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs of
the first analog computer to the calibration output
signals, thereby putting the first analog computer into
calibration mode;

carrying out calibration of the first analog computer;

disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from

the calibration inputs and disconnecting the outputs of
the first analog computer from the calibration outputs,
thereby taking the first analog computer out of calibra-
tion mode;

connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the

production inputs;

upon fulfillment of the predetermined condition, connect-

ing the outputs of the first analog computer to the
production outputs, thereby putting the first analog
computer into production service;
disconnecting the outputs of the second analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the second
analog computer out of production service;

disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the production inputs;

connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to

the calibration input signals, and
connecting the outputs of the second analog computer to
the calibration output signals, thereby putting the sec-
ond analog computer into calibration mode; and

carrying out calibration of the second analog computer;

the method further comprising the step, performed before
each analog computer is placed into calibration mode,
of storing the internal states of the integrators thereof,
and thereafter transferring the stored internal state of
integrators thereof to the corresponding integrators of
the other analog computer having just been taken out of
calibration mode.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the predetermined
condition is the passage of a predetermined interval of time.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the predetermined
condition is a determination that outputs of the just-cali-
brated computer have settled, measured by a threshold
device.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the switching of inputs
of an analog computer from calibration inputs to production
inputs is “break before make”.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the switching of outputs
of an analog computer that was just calibrated, to the
production outputs, and the switching of the other analog
computer’s outputs away from the production outputs, is
“make before break”.

6. A method for use with first and second physical analog
computers in a production system having production inputs
and outputs, each of the analog computers having respective
inputs and outputs, and for use with a calibration apparatus
having calibration signals to be provided for inputs and
receiving signals from outputs, the method carried out with
respect to a third physical analog computer in the production
system, the third analog computer having respective inputs
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and outputs, and carried out with respect to a threshold
device, the threshold device having three inputs, the method
comprising the steps of:
connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the
production inputs, and connecting the outputs of the
first analog computer to the production outputs, thereby
putting the first analog computer into production ser-
vice;
connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs
of the second analog computer to the calibration output
signals, thereby putting the second analog computer
into calibration mode;
carrying out calibration of the second analog computer;
disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the calibration inputs and disconnecting the out-
puts of the second analog computer from the calibration
outputs, thereby taking the second analog computer out
of calibration mode;
connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the production inputs;
upon fulfillment of a predetermined condition, connecting
the outputs of the second analog computer to the
production outputs, thereby putting the second analog
computer into production service;
disconnecting the outputs of the first analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the first
analog computer out of production service;
disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from
the production inputs;
connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the
calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs of
the first analog computer to the calibration output
signals, thereby putting the first analog computer into
calibration mode;
carrying out calibration of the first analog computer;
disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from
the calibration inputs and disconnecting the outputs of
the first analog computer from the calibration outputs,
thereby taking the first analog computer out of calibra-
tion mode;
connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the
production inputs;
upon fulfillment of the predetermined condition, connect-
ing the outputs of the first analog computer to the
production outputs, thereby putting the first analog
computer into production service;
disconnecting the outputs of the second analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the second
analog computer out of production service;
disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the production inputs;
connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs
of the second analog computer to the calibration output
signals, thereby putting the second analog computer
into calibration mode;
carrying out calibration of the second analog computer;
disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the calibration inputs and disconnecting the out-
puts of the second analog computer from the calibration
outputs, thereby taking the second analog computer out
of calibration mode;
connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to
the production inputs;
upon fulfillment of a predetermined condition, connecting
the outputs of the second analog computer to the
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production outputs, thereby putting the second analog
computer into production service;
disconnecting the outputs of the first analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the first
analog computer out of production service;

disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from
the production inputs;

connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the

calibration input signals, and connecting the outputs of
the first analog computer to the calibration output
signals, thereby putting the first analog computer into
calibration mode;

carrying out calibration of the first analog computer;

disconnecting the inputs of the first analog computer from

the calibration inputs and disconnecting the outputs of
the first analog computer from the calibration outputs,
thereby taking the first analog computer out of calibra-
tion mode;

connecting the inputs of the first analog computer to the

production inputs;

upon fulfillment of the predetermined condition, connect-

ing the outputs of the first analog computer to the
production outputs, thereby putting the first analog
computer into production service;
disconnecting the outputs of the second analog computer
from the production outputs, thereby taking the second
analog computer out of production service;

disconnecting the inputs of the second analog computer
from the production inputs;

connecting the inputs of the second analog computer to

the calibration input signals, and

connecting the outputs of the second analog computer to

the calibration output signals, thereby putting the sec-

ond analog computer into calibration mode; and
carrying out calibration of the second analog computer;
the method further comprising the steps of:

connecting the inputs of the third analog computer to the

production inputs;

at a time when all three of the analog computers are in

production service, connecting the outputs of the three
analog computers to respective inputs of the threshold
device, and, in the event of an excursion of a production
output of any one of the analog computers relative to
the production outputs of the other two analog com-
puters in excess of a predetermined threshold, annun-
ciating the event by means of a communication external
to the system.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein the predetermined
condition is the passage of a predetermined interval of time.

8. The method of claim 6 wherein the predetermined
condition is a determination that outputs of the just-cali-
brated computer have settled, measured by a threshold
device.

9. The method of claim 6 wherein the switching of inputs
of an analog computer from calibration inputs to production
inputs is “break before make”.

10. The method of claim 6 wherein the switching of
outputs of an analog computer that was just calibrated, to the
production outputs, and the switching of the other analog
computer’s outputs away from the production outputs, is
“make before break”.

11. Apparatus comprising first and second physical analog
computers in a production system having production inputs
and outputs, each of the analog computers having respective
inputs and outputs, the apparatus further comprising a cali-
bration apparatus having calibration signals to be provided
for inputs and receiving signals from outputs, the apparatus
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further comprising a switching fabric disposed to selectively
connect the inputs of the first analog computer to the
production inputs or to the calibration inputs, and disposed
to selectively connect the outputs of the first analog com-
puter to the production outputs or to the calibration outputs,
the switching fabric further disposed to selectively connect
the inputs of the second analog computer to the production
inputs or to the calibration inputs, and disposed to selec-
tively connect the outputs of the second analog computer to
the production outputs or to the calibration outputs, wherein
each analog computer comprises at least two integrators,
each integrator having an internal state defining the output
thereof, the at least two integrators of each analog computer
corresponding to the at least two integrators of the other of
the analog computers, the apparatus further comprising
transfer means disposed at predetermined times to store the
internal states of the integrators of any one of the analog
computers, and to transfer stored internal state of said
integrators to the corresponding integrators of the other
analog computer.

12. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the switching
fabric is further characterized in that the switching of inputs
of to an analog computer is “break before make”.

13. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the switching
fabric is further characterized in that the switching of
outputs of the analog computers to production outputs is
“make before break”.

14. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the predetermined
time is a time when a first one of the analog computers has
just been taken out of calibration mode, and a second one of
the analog computers is about to be placed into calibration
mode, the transfer being from the second analog computer
to the first analog computer.

15. Apparatus comprising first and second physical analog
computers in a production system having production inputs
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and outputs, each of the analog computers having respective
inputs and outputs, the apparatus further comprising a cali-
bration apparatus having calibration signals to be provided
for inputs and receiving signals from outputs, the apparatus
further comprising a switching fabric disposed to selectively
connect the inputs of the first analog computer to the
production inputs or to the calibration inputs, and disposed
to selectively connect the outputs of the first analog com-
puter to the production outputs or to the calibration outputs,
the switching fabric further disposed to selectively connect
the inputs of the second analog computer to the production
inputs or to the calibration inputs, and disposed to selec-
tively connect the outputs of the second analog computer to
the production outputs or to the calibration outputs, further
comprising a third analog computer in the production sys-
tem, the third analog computer having respective inputs and
outputs, the switching fabric further disposed to selectively
connect the inputs of the third analog computer to the
production inputs or to the calibration inputs, and disposed
to selectively connect the outputs of the third analog com-
puter to the production outputs or to the calibration outputs,
the apparatus further comprising a threshold device disposed
to annunciate an excursion of a production output of any one
of the analog computers relative to the production outputs of
the other two analog computers in excess of a predetermined
threshold, the annunciation communicated external to the
system.

16. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the switching
fabric is further characterized in that the switching of inputs
of to an analog computer is “break before make”.

17. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the switching
fabric is further characterized in that the switching of
outputs of the analog computers to production outputs is
“make before break”.
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